
Water Quality Data 
The table below lists all the drinking water contaminants that we detected during the 2000/2008 calendar years. The 
presence of these contaminants in the water does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk. Unless 
otherwise noted, the data presented in this table is from testing done January 1, 2000 - December 31, 2008. The State 
allows us to monitor for certain contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations of these contaminants 
are not expected to vary significantly from year to year. All of the data is representative of the water quality, but some are 
more than one year old. 

Terms and abbreviations used below: 

•	 Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): The level of a contaminant in drinking water below, which there is no 
known or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety. 

•	 Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are 
set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology. 

•	 N/A: Not applicable ND: not detectable at testing limit Q.Qb.: parts per billion or micrograms per liter Q.J2!Il: parts per 
million or milligrams per liter pCi/l: picocuries per liter (a measure of radioactivity). 

•	 Action Level: The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements that a 
water system must follow. 

•	 Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL): The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water, There is 
convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants. 

•	 Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG): The Level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is 
no known or expected risk to health. 

Regulated 
Contaminant 

MCl MClG 
Highest 
level 

Detected 
Range Sample Date 

Violation 
Yes 1No 

Typical Source of Contaminant 

Arsenic* 
(ppb) 

10 0 NO 3-28-05 No 
Erosion of natural deposits; Runoff from 

orchards; Runoff from glass and 
electronics production wastes 

Barium 
(ppm) 

2 2 0.098ppb 5-17-00 No 
Discharge of drilling wastes; Discharge 
of metal refineries; Erosion of natural 

deposits 

Fluoride 
(ppm) 

4 4 1.0mgl 6-27-08 No 
Erosion of natural deposits. Discharge 
from fertilizer and aluminum factories. 

TTHM - Total 
Trihalomethanes 

(ppb) 
80 N/A .0329mgl 9-13-04 No Byproduct of drinking water disinfection 

HAA5 
Haloacetic Acids 

(ppb) 
60 N/A 0.014mgl 9-2-04 No Byproduct of drinking water disinfection 

Chlorine 4 4 26 mgl 6-27-08 1\10 Water additive used to control microbes 

Special Monitoring and 
Unregulated Contaminant ** 

Average 

level 
Detected 

Range Sample Date Typical Source of Contaminant 

Sodium (ppm) 15mgl 6-27-08 Erosion of natural deposits 

Contaminant 
Subject to Al 

Action level 

90% of 
Samples 
~This 

level 

Sample Date 

Number 
of 

Samples 
Above Al 

Typical Source of Contaminant 

lead (ppb) 15 2.0ppm N/A 8-24-06 1 
Corrosion of household plumbing 

systems; Erosion of natural deposits 

Copper (ppm) 1.3 0.085ppm N/A 8-24-06 0 
Corrosion of household plumbing 

systems; Erosion of natural deposits; 
Leaching from wood preservatives 

-* fhese arsenic values are effective January 23, 2006. Until then, the MCl IS 50 ppb and there IS no MClG. 
** Unregulated contaminants are those for which EPA has not established drinking water standards. Monitoring helps EPA to 
determine where certain contaminants occur and whether it needs to regulate those contaminants. 
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Microbial 
Contaminants MCl MClG Number 

Detected 
Violation 
Yes I No 

Typical Source of 
Contaminant 

Total Coliform 
Bacteria 

opositive monthly sample 
(5% of monthly samples positive) 0 0 No Naturally present in the 

environment 

Fecal Coliform 
and E. coli 

Routine and repeat sample total 
coliform positive, and one is also 

fecal or E. coli positive 
0 0 No Human and animal fecal 

waste 

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serous health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children. 
Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing. The 
City of Eaton Rapids is responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but can not control the variety of materials 
used in plumbing components. When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for 
lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking. If you are 
concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested. Information on lead in drinking water is 
available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead. 

1 Partial Chemistry compounds are tested by collecting one sample and testing that sample for Nitrate and 
possibly Nitrite, Fluoride, Sodium and other parameters, depending on the laboratory used. Sampling for 
Nitrite, Fluoride and Sodium may be required less frequently than for Nitrate, but all these compounds may 
be tested for during Partial Chemistry analysis. 
We will update this report annually and will keep you informed of any problems that may occur throughout the year, as 
they happen. Copies are available at Eaton Rapids City Hall, 200 S. Main St., or at our web cite at www.cLeaton­
rapids.mi.us. This report will not be sent to you. 

We invite public participation in decisions that affect drinking water quality. City Council meeting are held the second and 
fourth Monday of every month at City Hall. For more information about your water, or the contents of this report, contact 
Scott Poyer, City Superintendent at 517-663-8118 ext. 8153 or bye-mail at spoyer@ci.eaton-rapids.mLus 

For more information about safe drinking water, visit the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency at 
www.epa.gov/safewater/. 
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